Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 06814 102232Z 

73 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SY-05 

SCCT-01 AID-05 OMB -01 /069 W 

073168 

P 102140Z OCT 75 

FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3076 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BUENOS AIRES 6814 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, ASE, AR 

SUBJECT: MILITARY TAKE OVER FIGHT AGAINST SUBVERSION 
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1. THE DEFENSE COUNCIL, UNDER THE GAVEL OF DEFENSE MINISTER 
VOTTERO, HELD ITS FIRST MEETING OCTOBER 8. UNDER AUTHORITY 
OF NEWLY-PROMULGATED ANTI-SUBVERSIVE DECREE (SEE REFTEL), 

THE COUNCIL APPROVED A NEW DECREE (NO. 2772) WHICH GIVES THE 
MILITARY THE AUTHORITY TO TAKE CHARGE OF THE ANTI-SUBVERSIVE 
FIGHT AND TO TAKE ACTION NECESSARY TO WIPE OUT THE SUBVERSIVES. 
ANOTHER DECREE (NO. 2772) WAS APPROVED WHICH EMPOWERS THE MILI- 
TARY, THROUGH THE INTERIOR MINISTRY. TO REACH ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS UNDER WHICH OPERATIONAL CONTROL 
OF THE PROVINCIAL POLICE AND PENAL AUTHORITIES WOULD PASS 
TO THE MILITARY IN CASES INVOLVING SUBVERSION. 

2. PRESENT AT MEETING ALONG WITH VOTTERO WERE THE TWO CINCS, 

WITH BRIGADIER GENERAL ROBERTO VIOLA, CHIEF OF THE ARMY 
GENERAL STAFF, REPRESENTING GENERAL VIDELA, ARMY CINC, AND 
GENERAL EDUARDO BETTI, CHIEF OF THE JOINT STAFF. 

3. COMMENT: THUS, THE ARMED FORCES NOW HAVE THE AUTHORITY 
THEY HAVE LONG WANTED TO TAKE OVER THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE 
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